252                THE DA Y AFTER DMA TH.

anger; so that the different bodies which they animate are
conformable to their various propensities. Those who have
done nothing but indulge their appetites pass into the bodies
of luxurious and gluttonous animals. Others, who, instead of
indulging concupiscence or anger, have degraded their senses
by sloth, are reduced to vegetate in the plants, because in
their previous existences they have exercised nothing but
vegetative power, and have only worked to become trees.
Those who have loved the enjoyment of music over much,
but have led lives otherwise pure, pass into the bodies of
melodious birds. Those who have governed tyrannically, but
have no other vice, become eagles. Those who have spoken
lightly of celestial things are changed into birds which fly to-
wards the higher regions of the air. He who has acquired civil
virtues becomes a man again, but if he does not possess these
virtues to a sufficient extent, he is transformed into a sociable
creature, such as the bee, or some other being of that species "

Every one knows that among our own ancestors, and the
Druids or high-priests of the Gauls, the metempsychosis was
held almost in the same sense as among the Egyptians and
the Greeks. It is, so to speak, a national faith to us, for it
has been held in honour, its dogmas have flourished, in the
same countries in which we now dwell. We have recalled
these facts, and collected these passages from ancient writers,
only in order to define the manner in which the Egyptians,
as well as the Greeks, and, in later times, the Gauls, under-
stood the metempsychosis. Our system differs from the
old oriental conception, which was embraced by the Egyp-
tians, the Greeks, and the Druids, in our denial that the
human soul can ever return to the body of an animal We
believe that the human soul has already passed through this